[image: Brighton_Fringe_2012_RGB small logo.tif]
‘The Chairs’
by Eugene Ionesco
translated by Donald Watson

Atelier Theatre company


As this classic piece of absurdist theatre celebrates its 60th anniversary,
Atelier Theatre’s acclaimed production comes to the Brighton Fringe

An elderly couple's evening erupts into farce - a wonderfully absurd fantasy on memory and life; sharply funny and moving as they try to save the world with a vital message. 

With actors David Brett (‘Outward Bound’, The Finborough) and Alison Sandford, and directed by renowned Romanian stage director Vasile Nedelcu, this production was originally created for the Camden Fringe (August 2011) and for small spaces around the country.

“David Brett and Alison Sandford brilliantly convey the two old people […] Vasile Nedelcu’s direction brings out the poignancy of the human story. “ Camden Voyeur, Camden Fringe 2011

[image: act.gif]This young company, formed in April 2010 by director Vasile Nedelcu, has a growing following since their acclaimed productions of Ibsen's 'Peer Gynt' in January 2011, and Ionesco’s ‘The Lesson’ and ‘The Chairs’ at the Camden Fringe Festival in August 2011.  
 

 “Ace actors, true class […] We would jump at the chance to see Atelier Theatre again” 
The Londonist, Camden Fringe 2011
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Press contact :
Alison Sandford MacKenzie
07710 499128
info@ateliercommunitytheatre.com 
www.ateliercommunitytheatre.com 
Twitter: Atelier_Theatre

VENUE: Latest Music Bar
14-17 Manchester Street, Brighton BN2 1TF
Sunday 20th, Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd May at 9.15pm (10.15pm)
Tickets £8 (£6)

www.brightonfringe.org
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ENDS

/Notes for editors:




Notes for editors:

‘The Chairs’ was first performed in Paris on 22 April 1952.  Donald Watson’s English translation premiered at the Royal Court Theatre on 14 May 1957.  A ‘tragic farce’ about the absence of meaning in life, it stood out from the wave of ‘kitchen sink’ realism that had followed ‘Look Back in Anger’ and provoked debate about the merits of an arts theatre vs. a socially committed one. It was the first time that an Ionesco play had been publicly performed anywhere in Britain.

Vasile Nedelcu (Director) graduated from the prestigious Academy of Theatre & Film at Bucharest University with a Masters in Aesthetics, and then spent 20 years directing at the major theatres and stages of his native Romania, including as Artistic Director of The Medieval Art Festival in Sighisoara (1994-1996), before moving to England ten years ago where he now works as a director and teacher. He won Best Family Show at the Brighton Fringe Festival in 2005 for his production of ‘The Snow Queen’ with Taurus Voice. 

David Brett (Old Man) has appeared in rep theatre in Birmingham, Leeds, Newcastle, Manchester and Leicester, in pantomime in Oxford, Northampton and Coventry, toured with companies such as the English Shakespeare Company and Oxford Stage Company, and done many productions on the London stage, most recently playing Scrubby in ‘Outward Bound’ at the Finborough Theatre.  His TV appearances include Chucklevision and the BBC3 comedy series ‘Dogtown’, and he appeared in the first Harry Potter film. He was a founder member of the chart topping a capella group The Flying Pickets, with whom he recorded, arranged, and toured widely in the 1980s. 

Alison Sandford (Old Woman) has over 30 years’ experience as an actor, director and workshop facilitator in the UK and abroad. Recent acting work includes Margrethe Bohr in Michael Frayn’s ‘Copenhagen’ in Munich, Vienna, Zagreb and Chicago, and Von Eberkopf and the Bridegroom's mother in Vasile Nedelcu’s production of Ibsen’s ‘Peer Gynt’. She  is a graduate of Bristol University’s Drama and French departments where Ionesco’s translator, Donald Watson, was her tutor.

Brighton Fringe is the third largest open-access multi-art form festival in the world, and what makes it exceptional is that it is set in a city with a unique heritage that has set the pace, diversity, creativity and innovative thinking in the city and beyond.

Fringe 2012 will run from May 5 – 27.

For more information on Brighton Fringe go to www.brightonfringe.org  For Brighton Fringe logo, images or further press information please contact Kata Gyöngyösi, Marketing and Communications Manager, on katag@brightonfestivalfringe.org.uk  or 01273 764902

Please note: Brighton Fringe has a new logo for 2012 that is downloadable from http://www.brightonfringe.org/participants/?id=359 

IMAGES: for hi-res selection of press images for Atelier Theatre’s production of The Chairs (one-time complimentary use) please contact Flora Smith 01732 863 939 or floras@topfoto.co.uk or 07916 062 451. All images copyright Robert Piwko / TopFoto.co.uk
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